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sponsored by:

On July 27, U.S. House of
Representatives and Senate Democratic
leaders introduced separate oil spill bills
that package together portions of several
prominent bills drafted since the April 20
Deepwater Horizon oil spill. As the AWO
Letter went to press, the House was
poised to approve H.R. 3534, the
Consolidated Land, Energy, and Aquatic
Resources Act, and the Senate had begun
consideration of S. 3663, the Clean
Energy Jobs and Oil Company
Accountability Act. Taken together, the
bills would make sweeping and highly
problematic changes to the Oil Pollution
Act of 1990 (OPA 90) spill prevention
and response regime affecting tens of
thousands of tank and non-tank vessels,
and make fundamental changes to
admiralty and general maritime law.

House Consolidated Land,
Energy, and Aquatic
Resources Act (H.R. 3534)
H.R. 3534, which packages together
provisions from the bill originally
approved by the House Natural Resources
Committee and H.R. 5629, approved July
1 by the House Transportation and
Infrastructure Committee, would, among
other provisions:

� Require the Administration to review
liability limits for vessels within
three years, and every three years
thereafter, and revise limits upward in

order to establish a level that
corresponds to the risk of a discharge
from that particular category of
vessel, or any increase in the
Consumer Price Index, whichever is
greater; and,

� Require the Administration to
review worst-case discharge
response planning requirements for
tank and non-tank vessels and
facilities to determine sufficiency,
subject to the response plan
requirements of OPA 90.

The bill does not include provisions
originally included in H.R. 5629 repealing
the Shipowner’s Limitation of Liability
Act of 1851 and amending the Jones Act
and Death on the High Seas Act to allow
recovery for non-pecuniary damages.
However, these highly problematic
changes were included in H.R. 5503,
which passed the full House of
Representatives on July 1.

Senate Clean Energy Jobs
and Oil Company
Accountability Act (S. 3663)
S. 3663 packages together elements of
bills previously approved by the Senate
Environment and Works Committee
(S. 3305) and considered by the Senate
Commerce Committee (S. 3597 and
S. 3600). While the bill includes a
number of changes to address concerns
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House, Senate Take Up
Far-Reaching Oil Spill Measures

voiced by AWO and other
stakeholders, it remains problematic.
Specifically, the bill would:

� More than double OPA 90 liability
limits for tank barges;

� Significantly expand the volume
of information to be included in
response plans for tank and
non-tank vessels and require
response plans to include “best
available technology”;

� Allow states to pass legislation
requiring 24-hour advance notice
of oil transfers;

� Amend the Shipowner’s
Limitation of Liability Act by
tripling existing liability and
excluding from limitation (and
concursus) claims for wages and
claims resulting from a discharge
of oil;

� Allow unlimited punitive
damages for maritime torts,
unrelated to the amount of
compensatory damages;

� Amend the Death on the High
Seas Act to include damage
awards for non-pecuniary losses
and to allow for claims to be
adjudicated before a jury; and,

� Increase penalties under Federal
Sentencing Guidelines for
violations of the Federal Water
Pollution Control Act.

AWO is working with a coalition of
domestic and international maritime
organizations to urge Congress to
narrow the scope of the legislation to
focus on reducing the risks of
deepwater oil exploration and
production. In a July 29 letter sent to
all members of the Senate, AWO noted
that the effect of the proposed changes

“will be far-reaching and damaging for
energy transportation and jobs, and
affect thousands of businesses
unrelated to the Deepwater Horizon...
We urge Congress to focus its
legislative response on reducing the
risks associated with deepwater oil
exploration and production, and not do
harm to economically essential
maritime transportation by enacting
sweeping changes to prevention,
response and liability requirements for

tank and non-tank vessels.”

For a copy of AWO’s letter to U.S.
Senators, click here. For a copy of S.
3663, click here. For a copy of the
H.R. 3534, click here. For more
information, please contact Jennifer
Carpenter or Chris Coakley at (703)
841-9300, extensions 260 or 297,
respectively, or via email at
jcarpenter@vesselalliance.com or
ccoakley@vesselalliance.com.

On July 29, the U.S. House of Representatives approved legislation
extending the exemption for commercial vessels less than 79 feet from
regulation of vessel discharges under the Clean Water Act’s National
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit program. The
exemption, which would have expired on July 31, was extended until
December 18, 2013.

The Senate version of the bill (S. 3372), sponsored by Senator Barbara
Boxer (D-CA), passed the Senate by unanimous consent on July 14, was
approved by the House on July 29, and signed by President Obama July 30.
Passage of the measure was critical to avoid a situation in which vessels
less than 79 feet would have been prohibited from discharging in U.S.
waters without an NPDES permit. The U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency’s Vessel General Permit (VGP) governs discharges from vessels
over 79 feet and ballast water discharges from smaller vessels.

AWO had strongly supported the extension of the exemption, championed
by Rep. Frank LoBiondo (R-NJ), Ranking Member of the Coast Guard and
Maritime Transportation Subcommittee of the House Transportation and
Infrastructure Committee. AWO had also urged Congress to use the
opportunity to pass more comprehensive legislation establishing a uniform,
national framework for regulation of all vessel discharges. Passage of
broader legislation will not occur this year, due in part to Congress’ focus
on legislation to address the Deepwater Horizon spill.

For more information, please contact Jennifer Carpenter, Chris Coakley or
Mary McCarthy at (703) 841-9300, extensions 260, 297 or 254,
respectively, or via email att jcarpenter@vesselalliance.com,
ccoakley@vesselalliance.com or mmccarthy@vesselalliance.com.

Congress Extends Discharge
Exemption for Vessels Under 79 Feet

(continued from page 1)

http://www.eenews.net/assets/2010/07/27/document_daily_03.pdf
http://www.eenews.net/assets/2010/07/27/document_daily_03.pdf
http://www.americanwaterways.com/index/ltr_to_senate_re_s_3663.pdf
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Important Dates
and Reminders

For more information, please contact
Ashley Smith at (703) 841-9300, extension

291, unless otherwise noted.

August 4-5: Executive Committee
Meeting, AWO Headquarters,
Arlington, VA

August 11-12: Atlantic Region
Summer Meeting, InterContinental
Barclay, New York, NY

August 18-19: AWO Midwest
and Ohio Valley Regions Joint
Summer Meeting, Four Seasons,
St. Louis, MO

September 1-2: Southern Region
Summer Meeting, Beau Rivage
Resort & Casino, Biloxi, MS

September 8-9: Interregion Safety
Committee Meeting, Sheraton
Westport Lakeside Chalet Hotel,
St. Louis, MO

October 13-15: 2010 AWO Fall
Convention, The Fairmont,
San Francisco, CA

December 1-2: Executive
Committee Meeting, AWO
Headquarters, Arlington, VA

at a glance

Maritime Transportation Security Act
of 2010 Introduced in Senate
On July 22, Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Jay Rockefeller (D-WV)
and Ranking Member Kay Bailey Hutchison (R-TX) introduced the Maritime
Transportation Security Act of 2010 (S. 3639), a bill intended “to strengthen
security at our nation’s ports by focusing resources on critical areas, including
Especially Hazardous Cargo, small vessel security, and global supply chain
security.” If passed, S. 3639 would:

� Require regulated vessels to utilize an unclassified version of the U.S Coast
Guard’s Maritime Security Risk Assessment Model (MSRAM) tool to
conduct true risk assessments of their own facilities and vessels using the
same criteria employed by the U.S. Coast Guard when evaluating a port
area, facility, or vessel;

� Give the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) the authority to extend
the duration of licenses, certificates of registry, and merchant mariner
documents for up to one year when DHS determines such an extension is
necessary to align the expiration date of a license or certificate of registry
with the expiration date of a Transportation Worker Identification Credential
(TWIC).

� Require DHS to develop and utilize a national standard and formula for
prioritizing and addressing assessed security risks at U.S. ports and facilities
on or adjacent to the waterways of the United States. The act would then
require Area Maritime Security Committees to use this standard to regularly
evaluate each port’s assessed risk and prioritize how to mitigate the most
significant risks;

� Establish a cooperative agreement between the Coast Guard and state and local
entities to enforce port security zones. The bill would require the Coast Guard
to establish national standards for training, qualification, credentialing and
typing of any and all partner agencies that are party to such an agreement;

� Establish the America’s Waterways Watch program to encourage
stakeholders, including industry, to learn to recognize and report any
suspicious transaction, activity, or occurrence that involves, or is directed
against, a vessel or facility; and,

� Establish an international committee for the safe and secure transportation of
especially hazardous cargo. The committee would include representatives of
United States trading partners that supply tank, bulk or break-bulk vessel
shipments of especially hazardous cargo to the United States.

The committee’s press release, available here, notes that “the Maritime
Transportation Security Act of 2010 builds upon the existing port security regime
established in the Maritime Transportation Security Act of 2002 and the Security
and Accountability for Every Port Act of 2006.”

AWO will continue outreach to the Senate to ensure industry interests are well
represented in the bill before it moves. For more information about the bill,
please contact Chris Coakley or Brian Vahey at (703) 841-9300, extensions 297
or 251, respectively; or via email at ccoakley@vesselalliance.com or
bvahey@vesselalliance.com.

http://commerce.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?p=PressReleases&ContentRecord_id=3f1846be-02f2-4e7e-a962-27a4fe919385
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Reps. Gene Taylor (D-MS) and Linda Sanchez (D-CA)
have written “Dear Colleague” letters urging Members
of Congress not to be misled by false accusations
regarding the Jones Act and to focus on the real issue of
responding to the Deepwater Horizon spill.

Rep. Taylor, a long-time Jones Act supporter, wrote in a
July 20 letter to all Members of the House of Representatives that the policy
views of Jones Act critics “are undercut when [they] attempt to support
them with incorrect statements and false accusations.” He concluded, “The
Jones Act is not the problem; the oil spill is the problem. Let’s focus on
fixing that.”

On June 28, Rep. Sanchez sent a “Dear Colleague” letter stressing that the
Jones Act has not prevented the Gulf Spill response team from accepting aid
offers from foreign nations and inviting her House colleagues “to join with
me to promise U.S. industry and U.S. job creation by voicing your support

On July 26, a bipartisan group of eight Senators sent a letter to four key
Senators on the U.S. Senate Commerce, Science, and Transportation
Committee urging inclusion of a provision in the Coast Guard Authorization
bill that would provide financial assistance to individuals seeking to become
mariners. This provision, the Maritime Workforce Development title,
passed the U.S. House of Representatives in October 2009 and would
establish a loan program for the training and education of current and future
mariners. Passage of this provision would be of great help to mariners
because, as stated in the letter, “mariner training programs are costly and
most mariners are not able to qualify for traditional student loans because of
the schedule and frequency of the classes.”

AWO has worked with maritime labor to educate Senate and House offices
on the importance of a vibrant maritime industry to the national economy,
and this coalition greatly appreciates the work of Senator David Vitter
(R-LA), one of the co-signers of the letter, on this issue. AWO will work
with the Commerce Committee on this matter to ensure that this provision
is included into the Coast Guard Authorization bill.

To read the letter, please click here. For more information, please contact
Chris Coakley or Benjamin Rogers at (703) 841-9300, extensions 297 or
264, respectively, or via email at ccoakley@vesselalliance.com or
brogers@vesselalliance.com.

Bipartisan Group of Senators Urge
Passage of Maritime Workforce
Development Provision

Reps. Taylor, Sanchez Urge
Colleagues to Support Jones Act

On July 12, Senator Frank Lautenberg
(D-NJ) introduced the Maritime
Administration (MarAd)
Authorization
Act of 2011,
S. 3566, a bill
containing two
provisions of
interest to the
towing
industry. The
first of these
would
authorize
MarAd to
submit a report to Congress on the
“potential for using container-on-
barge transportation on the inland
waterways system.” The report would
have to be completed within six
months of the bill’s passage.

Another component of the bill
proposes a “green ships program.”
Under this program, MarAd would
make use of available vessels to
study technologies that can assist
with environmental goals such as
reducing air and water emissions,
and preventing the spread of
invasive species.

AWO will work with Senator
Lautenberg’s staff to ensure that these
provisions promote incentives for
shippers to use barges without
artificially altering the supply side of
the barge market. To read the full text
of S. 3566, please click here. For
more information, please contact
Chris Coakley or Benjamin Rogers at
(703) 841-9300, extensions 297 or
264, respectively, or via email at
ccoakley@vesselalliance.com or
brogers@vesselalliance.com.

Senator Lautenberg
Introduces MarAd
Authorization Bill

(continued on page 5)

http://www.americanwaterways.com/index/MaritimeWorkforceLetter.pdf
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/z?c111:S.3566:


On July 22, the U.S. Senate
Appropriations Committee reported out
a spending bill for Fiscal Year 2011
(FY11) including funding for the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers’ Civil Works
program. Committee approval of the
bill was accompanied by report
language urging the appropriate
authorizing committees in Congress to
enact a long-term solution to the
funding system for the nation’s inland
waterways. Specifically, the
Committee stated that it has “included
legislative text to prohibit the Corps
from entering into any new continuing
contracts for any inland waterway
project until the revenue stream” for
the Inland Waterways Trust Fund
(IWTF) “is enhanced.”

As has been reported in previous
editions of the AWO Letter, in April
the Inland Waterways Users Board
(IWUB) unanimously approved the
Inland Waterways Capital
Development Plan,
a document that
recommends
improvements to the
IWTF. If adopted in
a Water Resources
and Development
Act (WRDA), these
improvements will
keep the fund sound for the next 20
years, while increasing the number of
inland waterways projects that can be
completed over that time period. More
than 200 organizations have indicated
their support for the components of the

plan. To view a list of the supporters,
please click here. To add your
organization to the list of supporters,
please click here. To read the report
that describes the Capital Development

Plan, please click
here.

The FY11 spending
bill that the Senate
Appropriations
Committee
approved includes
$5.3 billion in

funding for the Civil Works program,
with $2.4 billion of that total for the
Operations & Maintenance (O&M)
account and $1.7 billion of the total for
the Construction account. The U.S.
House Appropriations Committee has
yet to hold its markup hearing on
FY11 spending for the Corps, but on
July 15, the House Energy & Water
Appropriations Subcommittee reported
out $5.2 billion for the Civil Works
program. This amount includes $2.5
billion for O&M and $1.8 billion for
Construction. The House and Senate
will have to reconcile their versions of
this bill and have it approved by both
chambers before it can be signed into
law by President Obama.

AWO will continue to work with its
allies at Waterways Council, Inc. and
the National Waterways Conference to
support the enactment of a WRDA
with the components of the Capital
Development Plan included. For more
information, please contact Jennifer
Carpenter or Chris Coakley at (703)
841-9300, extensions 260 or 297,
respectively, or via email at
jcarpenter@vesselalliance.com or
ccoakley@vesselalliance.com.
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Senate Committee Urges Solution to
Inland Waterways Funding Issue

Reps. Taylor, Sanchez Urge
Colleagues to Support Jones Act

for the Jones Act.” In a July 22 statement on the House
floor, Rep. Sanchez again urged her colleagues to “start
supporting American families by supporting the Jones
Act.” She dismissed accusations that the Jones Act has
been an impediment to the recent Gulf Spill cleanup, stressing
that she “would expect all patriotic Americans to support the Jones Act.”
She continued, “recently some in this body have tried to blame the Jones
Act for BP’s failure to clean up its own mess. Nothing could be further
from the truth. There is no evidence that the Jones Act has interfered with
the cleanup in any way.”

To read Rep. Taylor’s letter, click here. To read Rep. Sanchez’s letter,
click here. For more information about the efforts of AWO and the
Maritime Cabotage Task Force to promote the importance of the Jones Act
with policymakers, please contact Chris Coakley or Robert McCaw at
(703) 841-9300, extensions 297 and 279, respectively, or via email at
ccoakley@vesselalliance.com or rmccaw@vesselalliance.com.

(continued from page 4)

http://www.americanwaterways.com/index/Rep_Talor_Letter_710.pdf
http://www.americanwaterways.com/index/Support_Jones_Act.pdf
http://www.waterwayscouncil.org/index/capitalplansupport.pdf
http://www.waterwayscouncil.org/Declaration/decadd.asp
http://www.waterwayscouncil.org/WCIExtras/IMTS_IWUB_Report.pdf
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On June 29, Bridging and
Implementation Team (BAIT) Working
Group (WG) #6 held a meeting in New
Orleans, LA. WG #6 was established
to provide input to the U.S. Coast
Guard’s Towing Vessel National
Center of Expertise (TVNCOE)
regarding its mission, activities and
priorities. The meeting was held to
discuss recommendations for the
TVNCOE’s business plan.

Major takeways from the meeting
included recommendations that the
TNVCOE:

� Act as the policy vanguard for all
towing vessel towing issues;

� Be a clearinghouse for information
relevant to the towing industry and
for Coast Guard examiners;

� Take the pulse of the industry to
the Coast Guard and vice versa;

� Be an advocate for the anticipated
reliance of Subchapter M on
third-party audited safety
management systems; and,

� Update its mission and vision
statements per the working
group’s recommendations.

TVNCOE Commander CDR Greg
Case and AWO Senior Vice President -
Regional Advocacy Lynn Muench will
provide a preliminary report and the
proposed updated mission and vision
statements at the National Quality
Steering Committee meeting on
August 4, and the TVNOCE staff
committed to launching the center’s
Web site by that date.

The working group agreed to
reassemble to assess the above
recommendations and more after the
Subchapter M notice of proposed
rulemaking is published, and/or after
CDR Case rotates. The group also

agreed to meet on a regular basis after
Subchapter M is implemented.

Industry representatives attending the
meeting included Chris Peterson,
Crowley Maritime Corporation; Jerry
Gallion, Kirby Corporation; Fred
Nyhuis, Marathon Petroleum
Company; Jason Adams, Ingram Barge
Company; Tom Sullivan, K-Sea

Transportation Partners, L.P.; Lee
Nelson, Upper River Services; and,
Mike Quinton, Golding Barge Line,
Inc. Coast Guard personnel at the

BAIT Working Group # 6 Meets to Discuss
Towing Vessel National Center of Expertise

CAPT Anthony Lloyd Assumes
Command of NMC
On July 21, the U.S.
Coast Guard’s
National Maritime
Center (NMC) held
its change of
command ceremony in Martinsburg, WV. Assuming command of the
NMC, the credential issuing authority for the Coast Guard, was CAPT
Anthony Lloyd. CAPT Lloyd replaces CAPT David Stalfort, who is
retiring after 29 years of service to the Coast Guard and three years as
NMC commander. The change of command was originally scheduled for
June, but was delayed due to Coast Guard resource demands associated
with the Gulf Coast oil spill. RADM Brian Salerno, Deputy Commandant
for Operations, presided over the change of command.

Captain Lloyd previously served as Chief of the Office of Incident
Preparedness and Management at Coast Guard Headquarters. During that
time he held the position of Vice Chair for the National Response Team
and Interagency Coordinating Committee on Oil Pollution Research. He
served as CAPT Stalfort’s Executive Officer when CAPT Stalfort was
Commanding Officer of MSO – Memphis, giving him experience with
mariner licensing issues and inland barge and towing operations.

At the ceremony, CAPT Lloyd pledged his commitment to ensuring
continuity of command at the NMC and to continuing to improve the
mariner credentialing process. AWO will meet with CAPT Lloyd in the
coming months, and looks forward to working with him to continue to
streamline and simplify the credentialing process for U.S. mariners. AWO
worked closely with CAPT Stalfort during his time as NMC commander
and wishes him well in his future endeavors.

For more information, please contact Jennifer Carpenter or Ben Rogers at
(703) 841-9300 extensions 260 and 264, respectively; or via email at
jcarpenter@vesselalliance.com or brogers@vesselalliance.com.

(continued on page 7)



Template forms and other documents to assist AWO
members in complying with the inspection and
recordkeeping requirements of the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency’s (EPA) Vessel General Permit (VGP) are
now available on the AWO Web site. The forms were

developed by an AWO member working group chaired by
Ron Corigliano, Campbell Transportation Co., Inc.

The documents were developed as samples for AWO
members to use in developing their own means of recording
inspections and other information required under the VGP.
The template forms have not been reviewed or approved by
EPA and do not represent any consensus or industry
standard regarding how recordkeeping should be done.
Companies are under no obligation to use these forms; each
must decide what manner of recordkeeping best helps it to
meet the requirements of the VGP.

Inspection and recordkeeping requirements are contained in
sections 4.1 and 4.2 of the VGP. The VGP provides that
required records must be maintained on paper or
electronically onboard the barge or accompanying towing
vessel. AWO is working to secure EPA clarification that
records may be kept at a shoreside location as long as they
can be transmitted electronically to EPA upon request. The
agency is still reviewing AWO’s request.

To view the forms as a single PDF packet, click here. For
downloadable forms that can be customized to individual
company needs, visit the AWO Web site and click on the
VGP Template Compliance Forms web link posted under
the What’s New section, or click here. For more
information about the VGP Template Compliance Forms,
please contact Robert McCaw at (703) 841-9300, extension
279, or via email at rmccaw@vesselalliance.com.
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BAITWorking Group # 6
Meets to Discuss Towing Vessel
National Center of Expertise

meeting included
CDR Greg Case and
Roy Murphy,
TVNCOE; CDR
Craig Toomey and
Mike White, Eighth
Coast Guard District; and, CDR Paul Thorne and Pat
Lee, Coast Guard Headquarters. AWO staff included
Lynn Muench, Mark Wright and Mary McCarthy.

For more information, please contact Ms. Muench at
(314) 446-6474 or via email at
lmuench@vesselalliance.com.

(continued from page 6)

The U.S. Coast Guard has informed AWO that towing
vessels with HillerSAFE fire and bilge flooding alarm
systems installed on board may receive decals from the
Coast Guard if the vessel being examined has no other
deficiencies. The Coast Guard is currently granting
three-year decals to vessels it examines and approves
under the Towing Vessel Bridging Program (TVBP).

As reported in the June 18 edition of the AWO Letter, the
Coast Guard is currently working with the company that
makes these systems to test whether or not they are
appropriate to have onboard vessels. The testing process
may take up to year to complete. Given that companies
who installed these systems had no reason to suspect any

problems with them, the Coast Guard
recently changed its position of not
awarding decals to vessels with a HillerSAFE
system to a policy of not refusing to grant a decal if having
such a system is the only issue with the vessel requiring
further investigation. Additionally, companies are advised
not to remove these systems from their vessels until the
Coast Guard testing is complete.

For any question on this matter, please contact Lynn
Muench at (314) 446-6474, or via email at
lmuench@vesselalliance.com, or Benjamin Rogers at
(703) 841-9300, extension 264, or via email at
brogers@vesselalliance.com.

Vessels with HillerSAFE Systems Can
Receive Decals from the Coast Guard

AWO VGP Template Compliance Forms Now Available Online!

http://www.americanwaterways.com/VGP_Forms/VGP_Template_Forms_120.pdf
http://www.americanwaterways.com/VGP_Forms/index.html
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On July 19, President Obama issued an executive
order that acts upon the Final Recommendations of
the Ocean Policy Task Force to establish a national
policy for the nation’s ocean, coasts, and Great
Lakes and creates a National Ocean Council (NOC)
to coordinate the implementation of this national
policy across the federal government. The Final
Recommendations prioritize actions for the NOC to pursue and promote the
adoption of a national coastal and marine spatial planning framework to
address conservation, economic activity, user conflicts, and encourage more
sustainable use of the nation’s ocean, coasts and the Great Lakes.

The executive order “establishes a national policy to ensure the protection,
maintenance, and restoration of the health of ocean, coastal, and Great
Lakes ecosystems and resources, enhance the sustainability of ocean and
coastal economies, preserve our maritime heritage, support sustainable uses
and access, provide for adaptive management to enhance our understanding
of and capacity to respond to climate change and ocean acidification, and
coordinate with our national security and foreign policy interests.”

Under the national policy, management of coastal and marine spatial
planning will be regional in scope, pursued by underexisting federal, state,
tribal, and local authorities, and include stakeholder, scientific, and public
input. The coastal and marine spatial planning framework establishes
regional planning bodies to oversee the development of shared-use plans.

The Interagency Ocean Policy Task Force, created by President Obama in
June 2009, issued an Interim Report in September 2009 and an Interim
Framework for Effective Coastal and Marine Spatial Planning in December
2009. The Task Force’s Final Recommendations combine and update the
proposals contained in the two earlier reports and respond to concerns
voiced by stakeholders such as AWO.

AWO participated actively in the Task Force’s public scoping process,
attending stakeholder meetings at the national and regional level, submitting
written comments on the Task Force’s December 2009 report, and meeting
with key Council on Environmental Quality staff. AWO voiced support for
the development of a coordinated national approach to marine spatial
planning that recognizes the economic and environmental importance of
marine transportation, while providing for other uses of the oceans, lakes
and coasts such as the development of renewable energy resources.

To read President Obama’s Executive Order, click here. To read the Final
Recommendations of the Ocean Policy Task Force, click here. The visit the
National Ocean Council Web site, click here. For more information, please
contact Jennifer Carpenter or Robert McCaw at (703) 841-9300, extensions
260 or 279, respectively, or via email at jcarpenter@vesselalliance.com or
rmccaw@vesselalliance.com.

Obama Administration Establishes
National Ocean Council
NOC to Promote Coastal and
Marine Spatial Planning

On July 9, the U.S. Coast Guard released
another revised version of its Frequently
Asked Questions (FAQs) document on
the salvage and marine firefighting
regulations, partially
in response to issues
raised by AWO and
its members. The
first version of the
FAQs was published
in March (see March
26 AWO Letter) and
was updated in June
(see June 18 AWO
Letter). The FAQs
are intended to
provide guidance and clarification to
vessel response planholders on how to
amend their plans to comply with the
requirements of the salvage and
firefighting final rule by the February 22,
2011 deadline.

Issues addressed in the revised FAQs
include:

� Submitting an Interim Operating
Authorization request with a waiver
request;

� Situations triggering activation of
salvage and firefighting resources;

� Coordination of response between
private resources and public
resources not listed in plans;

� Reciprocal agreements between
inland towing companies for
emergency towing of barges;

� Guidance for inland tank barge
owners contracting for subsurface
product removal;

� Interpretation of the requirement to
contract with resource providers that
meet the regulation’s requirements
“to the maximum extent possible;”

Coast Guard Updates
Salvage and
Firefighting Guidance

(continued on page 9)

http://www.whitehouse.gov/files/documents/2010stewardship-eo.pdf
http://www.whitehouse.gov/files/documents/OPTF_FinalRecs.pdf
http://www.whitehouse.gov/administration/eop/oceans


On July 6, the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) filed a
Proposed Consent Decree in federal
court indicating its intent to establish
National Emission Standards for
Hazardous Air Pollutants (NESHAPs)
for marine tank vessel loading
operations. The consent decree was in

response to a lawsuit filed by the
Sierra Club claiming that EPA has
delayed establishing
NESHAPs for several
categories of operations.
The consent decree
includes a commitment to
issue a proposed
NESHAPs rule for marine
tank vessel loading
operations no later than
September 14, and a final rule no
later than March 31, 2011. To read the
consent decree, click here.

In addition, the U.S. Coast Guard
plans to revise its safety regulations for
tank vessel vapor control systems
(VCSs). According to the
Administration’s semi-annual
Regulatory Agenda, the proposed rule
“would make VCS requirements more
compatible with new Federal and State
environmental requirements, regulate

industry advancements in VCS
technology, and codify the

standards in the design and
operation of a VCS at a
tank barge cleaning
facility.” The proposed
rule was scheduled to be
released in June, but has
not yet been published.

EPA has reached out to AWO
for feedback on industry

practices related to the forthcoming
proposed rule, and AWO will work
with both EPA and the Coast Guard to
ensure that the pending regulations are
not burdensome and are consistent
with industry best practices. For more
information, please contact Jennifer
Carpenter or Mary McCarthy at (703)
841-9300, extensions 260 or 254,
respectively, or via email at
jcarpenter@vesselalliance.com or
mmccarthy@vesselalliance.com.
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Register Now for the Interregion
Safety Committee Meeting!

� Similar vessels using the
same firefighting pre-plan;

� Grouping all
“piers” that
are within a
10 mile radius
in a single
geographic-
specific
appendix; and,

� The Coast Guard’s approach
to review of funding
agreements.

To view the revised FAQs, click
here. AWO will continue to work
with the Coast Guard to ensure
that the FAQs adequately address
stakeholders’ concerns and will
provide feedback to the Coast
Guard on the revised FAQs. For
more information, please contact
Jennifer Carpenter or Mary
McCarthy at (703) 841-9300,
extensions 260 or 254,
respectively, or via email at
jcarpenter@vesselalliance.com or
mmccarthy@vesselalliance.com.

Coast Guard Updates
Salvage and
Firefighting Guidance

(continued from page 8)

EPA, Coast Guard to Revise Tank
Vessel Loading Emissions Regulations

The Interregion Safety Committee Meeting will
take place on September 8-9 at the Sheraton
Westport Lakeside Chalet Hotel in St. Louis,
MO. To register for this meeting, click here.

The Safety Subcommittee will meet on
September 8 starting at 10:00 a.m., and the main meeting will begin at 1:00 p.m.
A reception will be held at the conclusion of the afternoon session. The meeting
resumes at 8:00 a.m. on September 9 and will conclude by noon.

AWO has reserved a block of rooms at a group rate of $120.00. For
reservations, call (800) 822-3535 and reference the AWO Interregion Fall
Meeting. The deadline to receive the AWO group rate is August 18.

For further Safety Committee information, please contact Bob Clinton at
(703) 841-9300, extension 253, or via email at bclinton@vesselalliance.com. For
registration or hotel information, please contact Ashley Smith at (703) 841-9300,
extension 291, or via email at asmith@vesselalliance.com.

http://www.brymar-consulting.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/07/PCD_100706.pdf
http://www.americanwaterways.com/index/Salvage_and_Firefighting_FAQs_CG_Revised_0710_CLEAN.pdf
http://awo.networkats.com/members_online/members/login.asp?action=start&af=&tp=registration/register.asp&param=mt=10INSCM%26af=AWO
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IN THE NEWS

The following article by Matthew
Murray was published in the July 26
issue of Roll Call. It is reprinted here
in its entirety, and quotes Mark Ruge
of MCTF.

******

Amid the massive oil cleanup in the
Gulf of Mexico, the domestic shipping
industry is going on the offensive,
cautioning Members not to tinker with
an obscure maritime law it claims
protects thousands of well-paying
American jobs.

A repeal of the Jones Act “would put
tens of thousands of U.S. mariners out
of work,” said Mike Roberts, a senior
vice president at Crowley Maritime
Corp. “It would degrade our maritime
border security in the Gulf region,
when you replace tens of thousands of
mariners with foreigners on foreign
vessels. And it’s a key energy resource
to the United States.”

Roberts added that a significant
amount of petroleum comes out of the
Gulf, “and American control over the
vessels and the workers in that region
is important from a security
perspective.”

Roberts’ company is one of hundreds
of transportation firms and unions
working through the Maritime
Cabotage Task Force to push back
against what they claim is
misinformation about the Jones Act, a
90-year-old maritime law that
“mandates the use of American vessels
and American workers in U.S.
domestic maritime trade,” according to
the group.

In recent weeks, an informal drive to
repeal the Jones Act has echoed on cable
television news programs, primarily by
conservative pundits on Fox News and
elsewhere to bash President Barack
Obama’s handling of the oil spill.

On Fox in late June, conservative critic
Tucker Carlson told Sean Hannity that
the Obama administration was
dragging its feet on the Jones Act to
appease a major benefactor to his
political party: organized labor.

“I think you know as well
as I do, Sean, that it’s
important to protect
American union jobs,”
Carlson said, according to a
transcript. “I mean, these
are faithful Democratic
voters. Anything that might
alienate the American labor
movement is bad.”

Sen. John McCain
(R-Ariz.), who is facing a
tough primary battle this summer
against ex-Rep. J.D. Hayworth, also
has taken up the cause of repealing the
Jones Act, sponsoring the Open
America’s Waters Act on June 23.

“This antiquated and protectionist law
has been predominantly featured in the
news as of late due to the Gulf Coast
oil spill,” McCain said in a statement
after introducing the bill. “Within a
week of the explosion, 13 countries,
including several European nations,
offered assistance from vessels and
crews with experience in removing oil
spill debris, and as of June 21st, the
State Department has acknowledged
that overall ‘it has had 21 aid offers
from 17 countries.’ However, due to
the Jones Act, these vessels are not
permitted in U.S. waters.”

But the domestic shipping industry
argues that the Jones Act doesn’t apply
to foreign vessels assisting in the
cleanup more than 40 miles out to sea.

Eric Smith, a vice president at
Overseas Shipholding Group Inc., said
in an interview that “there are plenty of
vessels available to assist in the

cleanup of the spill in the Gulf of
Mexico.”

He also suggested that foreign shipping
companies looking to get in on the
lucrative task of cleaning up the BP
spill may be behind the repeal efforts.

“Every piece of equipment
being used in the cleanup
comes with a price tag and
there’s nobody out there
who is doing this out of
the goodness of their
heart,” Smith said. “It all
comes with the price tag,
and I assure you it is not
what normally would be
the price for a lot of the
offered equipment.”

“You can’t help but say there are folks
who are clearly trying to take this as an
opportunity in these difficult economic
times,” he added. “And they’re
leveraging everything possible out
there to achieve a profitable margin.”

If the law is repealed, Mark Ruge, a
lawyer for the Maritime Cabotage
Task Force, estimates that $100.3
billion in economic output and
500,000 jobs may be at stake —
workers who may have already had to
switch gears following the April 20
explosion on the Deepwater Horizon
rig that caused the spill.

“One of the ironies in the Gulf is that
people who want to waive the Jones
Act are essentially proposing to replace
American jobs with foreign jobs,”
Ruge said. “Many of the people who
are working on the skimming ships are
the very people who have had their
futures destroyed by the oil spill,
including fishermen and offshore
supply vessel operators.”

“Mariners, Unions Fight Call to Alter Jones Act”
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The 2010 AWO Fall Convention will be held on October
13-15 at The Fairmont in San Francisco, CA. An official
invitation, with registration link, will be sent later this
summer.

The Convention schedule begins on Wednesday, October 13
with an orientation session for new directors. For all other
members, the Convention begins on Thursday, October 14
at 8:00 a.m. There will be a cocktail reception on Thursday
evening starting at 6:00 p.m. On Friday morning, October
15, the day begins with a continental breakfast at 7:00 a.m.,
followed by the Board of Directors meeting at 7:30 a.m.

The Fairmont San Francisco has reserved a block of rooms
at a group rate of $269.00. This group rate will be held
until September 11. For reservations, you must call the
hotel directly at (800) 441-1414 and reference the American
Waterways Operators 2010 Fall Convention.

*New This Year: For your convenience, we have
developed a Fall Convention Web site. As documents
become available and events are confirmed, we will post to
this site for you to reference. The Fall Convention Web site
can be viewed by clicking here, or on the AWO Web site
under “Membership & Meetings.” It also includes

information pertaining to transportation to/from San
Francisco and other helpful information about the area.

For further Convention registration or hotel information,
please contact Ashley Smith at (703) 841-9300, extension
291, or via email at asmith@vesselalliance.com.

Five Great Lakes States Seek to Close Chicago-Area Locks Through Lawsuit
States Also Request Expedited Study on Ecological Separation

On July 19, five Great Lakes states filed suit in U.S.
District Court, Northern District of Illinois against
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and the

Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of Greater
Chicago. The states are seeking a preliminary injunction that
would force the defendants to introduce a variety of
measures, including:

1. “Temporarily closing and ceasing operation” of the
O’Brien and Chicago locks;

2. “Applying rotenone at strategic locations” in the
Chicago Area Waterways System (CAWS); and,

3. Within 18 months, completing a report that would contain
recommendations for how to “permanently physically
separate the CAWS from Lake Michigan.” The completion
of an ecological separation study within 18 months is also
being sought by the supporters of companion bills
introduced in the U.S. House of Representatives and Senate
last month. To read about those bills, please see the July 16
edition of the AWO Letter.

A hearing on this subject is expected to occur within the
next month. To view the suit, please click here.

This filing follows two unsuccessful attempts earlier this
year by the state of Michigan to have navigation in the
Chicago area curtailed. Those efforts were denied by the
U.S. Supreme Court. AWO submitted an affidavit to the
Court opposing Michigan’s request in January.

AWO has worked cooperatively with the Corps and other
agencies involved in the Asian Carp Regional Coordinating
Committee to ensure the safe movement of commercial traffic
while preserving the Great Lakes ecosystem, and will
continue to do so. AWO and its coalition partners will also
continue to educate members of Congress and Administration
officials about the importance of waterborne commerce to
the nation.

For more information, please contact Lynn Muench at (314)
446-6474, or via email at lmuench@vesselalliance.com, or
Benjamin Rogers at (703) 841-9300, extension 264, or via
email at brogers@vesselalliance.com.

2010 FALL CONVENTION HOTEL REMINDER

AWO is still accepting sponsorship
applications for the 2010 AWO
Letter. Each great advertising
opportunity costs $500, which
includes a front-page
“sponsorship block” featuring
your company’s name, location,
logo, and Web site address. To
secure a sponsorship, please
complete the sponsorship form here and
fax it to Anne Burns at (703) 841-0389 or via email
at aburns@vesselalliance.com.

2010 AWO Letter Sponsorships
Still Available!

http://www.americanwaterways.com/index/Complaint_328189_7.pdf
http://www.americanwaterways.com/membership_meetings/conventions/fall10.html
http://www.americanwaterways.com/press_room/newsletter/SponsorLetter.pdf
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REGIONAL REPORTS

All members are encouraged to attend
one of AWO’s Summer Regional
Meetings. For further registration or
hotel information on all regional
meetings, please contact Ashley Smith at
(703) 841-9300, extension 291, or via
email at asmith@vesselalliance.com.

Atlantic Region Summer
Meeting
The Atlantic Region Summer Meeting
will take place on August 11-12 at the
InterContinental Barclay in New York
City. To register for this meeting,
please click here.

The meeting will begin on August 11
at 2:00 p.m. with the Discussion
Session, an in-depth members-only
discussion session on timely issues
facing the industry, ending at 5:00 p.m.
A social dinner will be held later in the
evening at a restaurant near the hotel.
The cost of dinner will be shared
among all dinner attendees. The
business session of the meeting will
take place August 12 from 9:00 a.m.-
12:00 p.m.

For further Atlantic Region
information, please contact Nicole
deSibour at (703) 841-9300, extension
292, or via email at
ndesibour@vesselalliance.com.

Midwest and Ohio Valley
Regions Joint Summer
Meeting
The Midwest and Ohio Valley Regions
Joint Summer Meeting will take place
on August 18-19 at the Four Seasons
Hotel in St. Louis, MO. To register for
this meeting, please click here.

The meeting will begin on August 18
at 2:00 p.m. with the Discussion
Session, an in-depth members-only
discussion session on timely issues
facing the industry. A reception will

be held later in the evening at 6:00
p.m. The meeting will continue on
August 19 beginning with breakfast at
7:30 a.m. and then the business session
from 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

For further Midwest and Ohio Valley
Regions information, please contact
Lynn Muench at (314) 446-6474, or
via email at
lmuench@vesselalliance.com.

Southern Region Joint
Summer Meeting
The Southern Region Summer Meeting
will take place on September 1-2 at the
Beau Rivage Resort & Casino in
Biloxi, MS. To register for this

meeting, please click here.

The meeting will begin on September
1 at 2:00 p.m. with an in-depth,
members-only Discussion Session on
timely issues facing the industry. A
reception will be held at 6:00 p.m.
The meeting will continue on
September 2 beginning with breakfast
at 7:00 a.m. and then the business
session from 8:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.

AWO has reserved a block of rooms at
a group rate of $129.00. To make your
reservations, please call the hotel
reservations department directly at
(888) 383-7037 and reference The
American Waterways Operators. The
deadline to receive the AWO group
rate is August 1.

Don’t Forget to Register for the 2010 Regional Summer Meetings!

Regional Meeting Sponsors Still Needed!

The Regional Summer Meetings are quickly approaching and there are still
many sponsorship opportunities for your organization. Your support helps
underwrite the costs of conducting the meetings and helps to ensure that
AWO’s members enjoy full and productive sessions.

Atlantic Region Summer Meeting:

Sponsorship opportunities available include an opportunity to sponsor the
discussion session, breakfast, or the business session. Please click here for
sponsorship opportunities. Thank you to our confirmed sponsor Dann
Ocean Towing, Inc.

Southern Region Summer Meeting:

Sponsorship opportunities available include an opportunity to sponsor the
discussion session, reception, breakfast, or the business session. Please
click here for sponsorship opportunities.

Midwest and Ohio Valley Regions Joint Summer Meeting:

Sponsorship opportunities available include an opportunity to sponsor the
discussion session, reception, or the breakfast. Please click here for
sponsorship opportunities. Thank you to our confirmed sponsors
American River Transportation Co., JB Marine Service, Inc., Osage
Marine Services Inc., and SCF Waxler Marine LLC

If your company is interested in sponsoring one of these events, please
complete the sponsorship form and send it to Ashley Smith via fax at (703)
841-0389, or via email at asmith@vesselalliance.com. Please be sure to
include an electronic version of your company logo.

http://awo.networkats.com/members_online/members/login.asp?action=start&af=&tp=registration/register.asp&param=mt=REGARS10%26af=AWO
http://www.americanwaterways.com/index/2010_Atlantic_Summer_Sponsorship_Form.pdf
http://www.americanwaterways.com/index/2010_Southern_Summer_Sponsorship_Form.pdf
http://awo.networkats.com/members_online/members/login.asp?action=start&af=&tp=registration/register.asp&param=mt=REGSOS10%26af=AWO
http://awo.networkats.com/members_online/members/login.asp?action=start&af=&tp=registration/register.asp&param=mt=REGMOS10%26af=AWO
http://www.americanwaterways.com/index/2010_MWOV_Summer_Sponsorship_Form.pdf
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Atlantic Region

On July 19, the New
Jersey State Senate
Environment and Energy
Committee favorably
reported to the floor
S. 2108. The bill would
increase the limitation
on liability pursuant to the “Spill
Compensation and Control Act” for
the owner or operator of a major
facility from $50 million to $1
billion and for the owner or operator
of a vessel from $150 to $3,000 per
gross ton.

An earlier reported version of S. 2108
contained a typographical error that
only increased the limitation on liability
for vessels to $1,200. Also pending in
the New Jersey General Assembly
A. 3124, a bill mirroring S. 2108 that
was introduced on July 1 and has been
referred to the New Jersey General
Assembly Environment and Solid
Waste Committee.

These two corresponding bills would
have a substantial adverse impact on
maritime businesses in the state of
New Jersey and AWO plans to
immediately submit written comments
to the state legislature and reach out
to state lawmakers. To read S. 2108
as amended, click here. For more
information please contact Nicole
deSibour or Robert McCaw at (703)
841-9300, extensions 292 or 279,
respectively, or via email at
ndesibour@vesselalliance.com or
rmccaw@vesselalliance.com.

REGIONAL REPORTS

Southern Region/Midcontinent Office

On June 30, the Mid-America Regional
Quality Steering Committee (RQSC)
held its bi-annual meeting in Harahan,
LA. The RQSC is a part of the U.S.
Coast Guard-AWO Safety Partnership,
which is aimed at working cooperatively
to enhance vessel safety.

During the meeting, the RQSC members
discussed work on “incident clusters” conducted by the Eighth Coast Guard
District as part of the RQSC’s Casualty Quality Action Team (QAT), and
how studying the clusters may help to reduce incidents. The group agreed to
work together to hold focus groups in the different Coast Guard sectors to
gather feedback on the results of the study, and draft a new charter for the
Casualty QAT that indicates that the QAT will analyze the study’s findings
and publish findings on an ongoing basis.

The RQSC members also heard updates and discussed three working groups
of the Bridging and Implementation Team (BAIT) QAT, which is tasked
with easing the transition to towing vessel inspection. The group also
discussed the Certain Dangerous Cargoes Working Group, and how to
incorporate the group’s work into the work being done on the issue at the
Coast Guard Headquarters level.

During the meeting, the Coast Guard also committed to finding participants
for the Training and Orientation QAT, which is tasked with capturing the
best ways for the industry and Coast Guard to interface. When discussing
the Waterways Action Plan (WAP), the industry participants urged the Coast
Guard to expedite Coast Guard counsels’ review of the inclusion of the Gulf
Intracoastal Waterway (GIWW) into the WAP. The group also endorsed
capturing in the WAP actions to control drift in critical Ohio River
locations. Under New Projects, the RQSC committed to setting up a
working group to examine how the Coast Guard reviews facility permit
requests for navigational safety.

Mid-America RQSC members in attendance included Fred Nyhuis,
Marathon Oil Company; Jason Adams, Ingram Barge Company; Tom
Smith, Canal Barge Company, Inc.; Tom Tray, Bay-Houston Towing Co.;
Jim Farley, Kirby Inland Marine LP; Mario Muñoz, American Commercial
Lines; CAPT Joseph Paradis, Eighth District; and, Lynn Muench, Mark
Wright and Mary McCarthy, American Waterways Operators (AWO). Other
meeting attendees included Cherrie Felder, Channel Shipyard Company,
Inc; Mike Vitt, E.N. Bisso & Son, Inc.; LT Jennifer Makowski and Mike
White, Eighth District; CDR Paul Thorne and Patrick Lee, Coast Guard
Headquarters; and, CDR Greg Case and Roy Murphy, Coast Guard Towing
Vessel National Center of Expertise.

New Jersey Legislature
Considers Raising
State’s Limitation on
Liability for Vessels
and Facilities

Mid-America RQSC
Meets in Louisiana

(continued on page 14)

http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2010/Bills/S2500/2108_R1.PDF


AWO thanks the
outgoing members
Mr. Farley and
John Patterson,
Ingram Barge
Company (who
was unable to
attend the meeting), for their dedicated
service to the RQSC, and welcomes the new
members of the RQSC, Mr. Adams and Mr.
Muñoz.

The next meeting of the RQSC will be a
joint meeting with the Atlantic RQSC in
New Orleans, LA on January 27, 2011 from
8:00 a.m. to noon. For more information,
please contact Lynn Muench, Mark Wright
or Mary McCarthy at (314) 446-6474,
(985) 674-3600, or (703) 841-9300,
extension 254, respectively, or via email at
lmuench@vesselalliance.com,
mwright@vesselalliance.com, or
mmccarthy@vesselalliance.com.
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Corps to Hold Mississippi River
Commission Meetings in August
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers will hold public Mississippi River
Commission (MRC) meetings onboard the m/v Mississippi this
August. All meetings begin at 9:00 a.m., and the schedule of the
meetings is:

� August 13: Rosedale, MS (Port of Rosedale)

� August 16: Cape Girardeau, MO (City Front)

� August 17: Memphis, TN (Mud Island)

� August 20: Houma, LA (Cenac Towing Dock)

The agenda of the meetings is as follows:

1. Summary on Corps and MRC programs and projects on the
Mississippi River and its tributaries and the watershed.

2. Overview of current MRC project issues in the respective District
area.

3. Presentations by local organizations and members of the public
on issues affecting Corps and MRC projects.

Commanders from the Mississippi Valley, Great Lakes and Ohio
Rivers, and Northwestern Divisions are scheduled to attend the
hearings. This is an opportunity for industry to present statements on
critical issues such as lock operations in the Chicago area, the
Missouri River Authorized Purposes Study (MRAPS), and operations
and maintenance directly to the Division Commanders.

For more information, please contact T. Stephen Gambrell,
Executive Director, MRC, at (601) 634-5768 or via email cemvd-
ex@usace.army.mil.

Southern Region

Southern Region/
Midcontinent Office

(continued from page 13)

Mid-America RQSC
Meets in Louisiana

REGIONAL REPORTS

On July 22, AWO hosted a sector
luncheon with CAPT Marcus
Woodring, Captain of the Port of
Sector Houston-Galveston, and Deputy
Commander CAPT Jim Whitehead.
During the meeting, industry and the
U.S. Coast Guard discussed the
sector’s work on the Gulf of Mexico
oil spill, as well as the Towing Vessel
Bridging Program, a program designed
to ease the transition to the
forthcoming towing vessel inspection
regime. The Coast Guard also briefed

the industry on recent sector analysis
of Aids to Navigation (ATONs) that
the navigation community needs, and
the anticipated new sector headquarters
at Ellington Field.

AWO members attending the luncheon
included Bob Fry, Jr., AWO Southern
Region Chairman, Kinder Morgan Ship
Channel Services; Frank Morton, AWO
Southern Region Vice Chairman, Turn
Services, LLC; Dave Shaw and Jim
Guidry, Kirby Inland Marine, LP; Dave

Hanby, McDonough Marine Service;
Chuck King, Buffalo Marine Service,
Inc.; Angie Fay, Blessey Marine
Services, Inc.; Jerry Torok, American
Commercial Lines, Inc.; David and Tava
Foret, The ACTion Companies; Tom
Tray and Gene Autry, Bay-Houston
Towing Co.; and, Dennis Hansell,
Suderman & Young Towing Co.

For more information, please contact
Mark Wright at (985) 674-3600, or via
email at mwright@vesselalliance.com.

Southern Region

AWO Hosts Sector Houston-Galveston Luncheon
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AWO Submits Comments on Sector
New Orleans Regulated Navigation Area
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