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The American Waterways Operators 

Atlantic Region Annual Meeting 

One Ocean Resort and Spa 

Atlantic Beach, FL 

February 5, 2010        

8:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

 

 

Call to Order  

Mr. Jeffrey Parker, Allied Transportation Company  

 

Safety Briefing 

Mr. Jeffrey Parker, Allied Transportation Company  

 

Atlantic Region Chairman’s Report 

Mr. Jeffrey Parker, Allied Transportation Company  

 

Chairman’s Remarks 

Mr. Timothy J. Casey, K-Sea Transportation Partners, L.P. 
 

Regional Report 

Ms. Nicole E. deSibour, The American Waterways Operators 

 

U.S. Coast Sector Jacksonville Report 

CDR David Barata, Chief of Prevention, Sector Jacksonville  

LCDR Matthew Marlow, Chief of Inspection, Sector Jacksonville 

 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Initiative on Coastal Barge Operating Data 

Mr. Ken A. Eriksen, Informa Economics 

 

Election of Board Members and Officers 

Mr. Jeffrey Parker, Allied Transportation Company  

 

National Report 

Mr. Thomas A. Allegretti, The American Waterways Operators 

 

2010 National Priorities 

Ms. Jennifer A. Carpenter, The American Waterways Operators 

 

Open Discussion 

Mr. Buckley McAllister, McAllister Towing  

 

Adjournment 

Mr. Jeffrey Parker, Allied Transportation Company  
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The American Waterways Operators 

2010 Atlantic Region Annual Meeting 

Atlantic Beach, FL 

 

Attendees 

 

Allegretti, Tom 

    The American Waterways Operators 

Barata, CDR David 

    U.S. Coast Guard 

Bish, CAPT Alan 

    Reinauer Transportation Company 

Carpenter, Jennifer 

    The American Waterways Operators 

Casey, Tim 

    K-Sea Transportation Partners, L.P. 

Craighead, Tom 

    Moran Towing Corporation 

Dann, Stephen 

    Dann Ocean Towing, Inc. 

deSibour, Nicole 

    The American Waterways Operators 

Douglass, John 

    Crowley Maritime Corporation 

Eriksen, Ken 

    Informa Economics 

Francis, Joseph 

    Bouchard Transportation Co., Inc. 

Furlough, Stephen 

    Furlough Marine Management LLC 

Garger, Andy 

    Water Quality Insurance Syndicate 

Hughes, Bob 

    Hughes Bros., Inc. 

Iuliucci, Rick 

    The Vane Brothers Company 

Ivins, Don 

    Express Marine, Inc. 

MacGillivray, Brendan 

    Seaboats, Inc. 

Marlow, LCDR Matthew 

    U.S. Coast Guard 

Marra, Linda 

    Greater NY Marine Transportation, LLC 

McAllister, Buckley 

    McAllister Towing 

McLaughlin, Jason 

    Donjon Marine Co., Inc. 

Parker, Jeff 

    Allied Transportation Company 

Register, Croft 

    Express Marine, Inc. 

Reinauer, Craig 

    Reinauer Transportation Company 

Ring, Mike 

    McAllister Towing 

Schrinner, John 

    McAllister Towing 
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The American Waterways Operators 

2010 Atlantic Region Annual Meeting 

Atlantic Beach, FL 

 

Attendees 

 
Smith, Dominique 

    TradeWinds Towing LLC 

Tregurtha, Ted 

    Moran Towing Corporation 

Waterman, Bill 

    Penn Maritime, Inc. 

Watson, RADM James 

    U.S. Coast Guard 

Whitmore, Ed 

    Norfolk Tug Company 

Wisneski, CAPT Jason 

    Dann Marine Towing LC 
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         The national advocate for the tugboat, towboat and barge industry.  

 

 

AWO Directors Representing the Atlantic Region 
 

 

 

Jeff Parker (2010) - Chairman (2010) 

Allied Transportation Company 

 

Buckley McAllister (2010) - Vice Chairman (2010) 

McAllister Towing 

 

Stephen Dann (2011) 

Dann Ocean Towing, Inc 

 

Rick Iulucci (2010) 

The Vane Brothers Company 

 

Don Ivins (2011) 

Express Marine, Inc. 

 

Brendan MacGillivray (2010) 

Seaboats, Inc. 

 

Ted Tregurtha (2011) 

Moran Towing Corporation 

 

William Waterman (2011) 

Penn Maritime, Inc. 

 

Alternate: Bob Hughes (2011) 

Hughes Bros., Inc.  
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January 26, 2010 

 

MEMORANDUM 

 

To: AWO Atlantic Region Membership 

 

From: Nicole deSibour 

 

Re: 2010 Atlantic Region Board Member Slate 

 

Current Atlantic Region Director and Officers 

Directors with terms ending this cycle are italicized. 

Jeffrey Parker, Allied Transportation Company (2010) Chairman (2010) 

Buckley McAllister, McAllister Towing (2010) Vice Chairman (2010) 

Stephen Dann, Dann Ocean Towing, Inc. (2011) 

Frederick Iulucci, The Vane Brothers Company (2010) 

Donald Ivins, Express Marine, Inc. (2011) 

Brendan MacGillivray, Seaboats, Inc. (2010) 

Edward Tregurtha, Moran Towing Corporation (2011) 

William Waterman, Penn Maritime, Inc. (2011) 

Alternate: Robert Hughes, Hughes Bros., Inc. (2011) 

 

The Atlantic Region Nominating Committee met on October 15, 2009. 

The committee included Stephen Dann, Donald Ivins, Edward Tregurtha and William Waterman. 

 

The committee nominated the following for the term ending in 2012: 

 

Chairman: Buckley McAllister, McAllister Towing  

 

Vice Chairman: Stephen Dann, Dann Ocean Towing 

 

Board Members: 

John Douglass, Crowley Maritime Corporation 

Frederick Iuliucci, The Vane Brothers Company 

Brendan MacGillivray, Seaboats, Inc. 

Buckley McAllister, McAllister Towing 

Jeffrey Parker, Allied Transportation Company 

 

The slate will be presented at the 2010 Atlantic Region Annual Meeting on February 5, 2009 in 

Jacksonville, FL. 
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ATLANTIC REGION 2010 PRIORITIES 

 

 Continue institutionalizing the congressional grassroots program as a key 

component of AWO’s advocacy program.  Work with AWO members in the 

Atlantic Region to establish and strengthen relationships with targeted 

members of Congress.   

 

 Continue to work with all key governmental agencies throughout the region 

to strengthen partnerships, improve communication and facilitate access to 

information of importance to the industry.  The regional office will advocate 

to critical agencies that affect the industry, including the U.S. Coast Guard, 

the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and 

the Environmental Protection Agency. 

 

 Manage industry engagement in all priority state and federally-proposed 

regional initiatives that broadly affect AWO members.   

 

 Promote outreach to key media outlets in the Atlantic region to enhance the 

positive public awareness of the towing industry.   

 

 Manage the Atlantic Region Quality Steering Committee of the Coast 

Guard-AWO Safety Partnership to ensure that AWO’s safety goals and 

operational priorities are addressed. 

 

 Manage the AWO PAC program of Atlantic Region Board members to lead 

and encourage AWO member support of the AWO PAC to achieve the 

Board-approved goals for PAC participation.   

 

 Defend federal preemption of state requirements seeking to regulate 

interstate commerce, particularly with respect to the Commonwealth of 

Massachusetts.   

 

 Manage industry engagement on alternative energy projects in the Atlantic 

Region to ensure impacts on navigation are minimized.  
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Major Issue Challenges 

and Objectives for 2010

 Raise public awareness of the industry’s value to the nation and 
establish and maintain effective relationships with Congressional 
and Administration decisionmakers whose work impacts AWO 
members.

 Promote Responsible Carrier Program compliance and provide 
forums and resources to assist AWO members in being leaders in 
marine safety.

 Lead an effective and coordinated industry response to the Coast 
Guard notice of proposed rulemaking on towing vessel inspection.

 Secure improvements to the inland waterways infrastructure 
project delivery process and ensure that industry contributions to 
the Inland Waterways Trust Fund are fair and affordable.

 Secure a uniform and practical national approach to regulation of 
ballast water and other vessel discharges.    

 Ensure a practical, science-based approach to crew endurance, 
work and rest issues and promote widespread understanding and 
implementation of crew endurance management principles.

 Prevent erosion of the cabotage laws and build support for the 
Jones Act with Congressional and Administration policymakers.

 Eliminate the requirement for a second trip to the TWIC 
enrollment center and ensure that DHS regulations do not require 
TWIC card readers on towing vessels.

 Ensure that vessel operations are regulated and governed by the 
federal government and oppose attempts by states to usurp the 
Coast Guard’s authority.
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Tom Allegretti 

President & CEO 
 

 
Jennifer Carpenter 

Senior Vice President –
National Advocacy 

AWO Organizational Chart 
Updated 1/20/10 

 
Lynn Muench 

Senior Vice President –
Regional Advocacy 

 
Bob Clinton 

Vice President – Safety 

 
Nicole de Sibour 
Vice President – 
Atlantic Region 

 
Mark Wright 

Vice President – 
Southern Region 

 
 

 
Vickie Hammond 

Assistant to  
the President 

& AWO  
Secretary 

 
Mary Mills 

Office Manager 
& Receptionist 

 

 
Kelly Fitzpatrick 

Manager – 
Finance &  

Administration 

 
Jayson Larner 
Coordinator –
Information 

Technology & 
Training 

 
Lynn Craig 

Vice President – 
Finance &  

Administration 

 
Ashley Smith 
Coordinator – 

Meetings &  
Membership 

 
Mary McCarthy 

Manager –
Government 

Affairs 
 

 
Brian Vahey 
Government 

Affairs Associate 

 
Benjamin Rogers 

Government 
Affairs Associate 

 

 
Robert McCaw 

Government 
Affairs Associate 

 
 

 
Deborah Koester 

Government 
Affairs Assistant 

 
 

 
Chris Coakley 

Vice President –
Legislative Affairs 

 
Anne Burns 

Vice President –  
Public Affairs & 
Communications 

 
Jason Lewis 

Vice President – 
Pacific Region 
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The American Waterways Operators 

Strategic Plan 

October 16, 2009  

 

Vision  

 

The American Waterways Operators is the national advocate for the U.S. tugboat, towboat and 

barge industry, which serves the nation as the safest, most environmentally friendly, and most 

economical mode of freight transportation.  

 

Mission 

 

The American Waterways Operators represents the people who own and operate the tugboats, 

towboats and barges serving the rivers, coasts, Great Lakes and harbors of the United States. 

AWO promotes the industry’s value to the nation as a driver of the U.S. economy with a positive 

impact on the American quality of life, moving vital commodities safely, providing family-wage 

jobs, reducing air and water pollution, relieving highway congestion, and protecting homeland 

security.  

 

Values 

 

AWO members:  

 

 Operate their companies and vessels in an ethical manner. 

 Care for their employees and the public by working to improve the safety of their operations 

and the professionalism of their people. 

 Care for the environment by working to protect and improve the quality of our nation’s air 

and water.  

 Supply creative, practical, and economical solutions to their customers’ and the nation’s 

transportation needs. 

 Provide value to the nation, moving cargoes vital to the U.S. economy as the safest, most 

environmentally friendly and most efficient mode of freight transportation.  

 Value member diversity and engage in cooperative endeavors for the betterment of the 

industry.  

 Work collaboratively with government and other stakeholders to find solutions to issues of 

safety, security, the environment and freight mobility.  

 

Goals 

 

1. Promote positive public awareness of the tugboat, towboat and barge industry.  

2. Lead and support AWO members in continuously improving safety, security and 

environmental stewardship. 

3. Promote the tugboat, towboat and barge industry with the U.S. Congress and advocate for 

legislation and policies that benefit the industry. 

4. Promote the tugboat, towboat and barge industry with the Administration and federal 

agencies and advocate for regulatory policies that benefit the industry.   
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5. Influence priority state and federally-proposed regional initiatives that broadly affect industry 

interests. 

6. Promptly inform and engage the membership on public policy issues.  

7. Govern and manage the association effectively and efficiently. 

 

Objectives 

 

Goal 1: Promote positive public awareness of the tugboat, towboat and barge industry. 

1.1 Develop a concise and effective value proposition to tell the industry’s story to policymakers  

 and targeted public audiences. 

1.2 Develop and implement a strategy to raise awareness of the industry’s value to the nation.  

1.3 Engage members to act as ambassadors for the industry to policymakers, media, and targeted 

public audiences.  

1.4 Use technology strategically to communicate the industry’s message.  

1.5 Build and maintain relationships with targeted trade and mainstream media.  

 

Goal 2:  Lead and support AWO members in continuously improving safety, security and 

environmental stewardship. 

2.1 Ensure AWO members continue to lead the marine transportation industry in safety and 

environmental stewardship.   

2.2 Strengthen the Responsible Carrier Program and enhance its value to AWO members.  

2.3 Establish safety and environmental goals and measure results.  

2.4 Utilize and manage appropriate resources to ensure successful industry transition to 

Subchapter M and other federal regulations.  

2.5 Convene forums and facilitate processes for improving vessel safety, protecting the 

environment and educating AWO members.  

2.6 Manage and modernize vessel security plans. 

 

Goal 3: Promote the tugboat, towboat and barge industry with the U.S. Congress and 

advocate for legislation and policies that benefit the industry. 

3.1 Develop and implement an integrated strategy to achieve legislative objectives.  

3.2 Build and maintain relationships with key Members of Congress and their staffs and establish 

AWO as the go-to organization on domestic maritime issues.  

3.3 Integrate AWO members in legislative advocacy, building and leveraging grassroots 

relationships with Members of Congress.  

3.4 Use coalitions to strengthen relationships and achieve legislative results.  

3.5 Ensure a robust AWO-PAC and political support program that is integrated into AWO’s 

overall legislative strategy. 

3.6 Establish performance measures for assessing legislative results and communicate them to 

members.   
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Goal 4: Promote the tugboat, towboat and barge industry with the Administration and 

federal agencies and advocate for regulatory policies that benefit the industry.   

4.1 Develop and implement an integrated strategy to position the industry positively with the 

Administration, including targeted federal agencies, to achieve regulatory objectives.   

4.2 Build and maintain relationships with Administration officials and regulators and establish 

AWO as the go-to organization on domestic maritime issues.  

4.3 Integrate AWO members in Administration and regulatory advocacy, building and 

leveraging their relationships and technical expertise.    

4.4 Establish performance measures for assessing regulatory results and communicate them to 

members.   

 

Goal 5: Influence priority state and federally-proposed regional initiatives that broadly 

affect industry interests. 

5.1. Systematically monitor state and federally-proposed regional initiatives and advocate on 

those broadly impacting the industry.   

5.2. Provide information on and advice to AWO members on advocacy challenges. 

5.3. Utilize and activate AWO members, outside organizations and other resources to prosecute 

advocacy programs. 

5.4. Proactively plan for increased or future state or federally-proposed activities. 

 

Goal 6: Promptly inform and engage the membership on public policy issues.  

6.1 Educate members about relevant public policy issues in a timely way.  

6.2 Use technology effectively to engage members on issue developments.     

6.3 Enhance AWO meetings to foster member engagement with and among AWO members. 

6.4 Engage Board of Directors and Executive Committee members as leaders in AWO 

communications with members and prospective members.   

6.5 Develop targeted messages and communication mechanisms aimed at educating vessel crews 

and shoreside personnel as appropriate to meet AWO’s strategic objectives. 

  

Goal 7: Govern and manage the association effectively and efficiently. 

7.1 Maintain a financially strong organization with adequate reserves and financial flexibility 

consistent with trade association best practices. 

7.2 Recruit, develop and retain a quality staff to execute AWO’s mission. 

7.3 Ensure high ethical standards and compliance with applicable law and regulation. 

7.4 Define and communicate expectations and responsibilities of Board of Directors and 

Executive Committee members.  

7.5 Maintain a governance structure and processes that balance effective oversight, efficient 

decision making, and diverse AWO member perspectives. 

7.6 Ensure that the membership remains engaged in and committed to the association.  

7.7 Provide a professional development program for AWO staff consistent with trade association 

best practices and the needs of the organization. 

7.8 Utilize strategic alliances with other organizations to foster effective advocacy and efficient 

use of member resources.   
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Date: December 9, 2009 
Contact: Frank Quimby 

(202) 208-7291 
 

Salazar Announces MMS Plan to Establish 
Atlantic Renewable Energy Office 

 
COPENHAGEN  Today, as he toured the Middelgrunden wind farm near Copenhagen 
Denmark, Secretary of the Interior Ken Salazar announced that the Minerals Management 
Service (MMS) will establish a new regional office in 2010 to support renewable energy 
development on the Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) off the Atlantic seaboard.  
 
“Given the enormous potential for renewable energy development, especially wind 
energy, in the Mid- and North Atlantic,” Secretary Salazar said, “MMS needs a dedicated 
Atlantic Region office as we plan for offshore renewable energy commercial leasing.”   
 
The Atlantic OCS Region will be responsible for evaluating permits for renewable energy 
activities in an effective, efficient, and consistent manner while being responsive to the 
States, developers and other stakeholders.   
 
The new office will implement and manage the offshore renewable energy program, 
including leasing, environmental programs, the formation of task forces, State 
consultation, and post-lease permitting in Federal waters off the East Coast.   
 
In these first months of the Obama Administration, the Department of the Interior created 
the first-ever framework for offshore renewable energy development and worked with the 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission to clear out bureaucratic obstacles to offshore 
renewable energy projects.  The Secretary recently awarded the first-ever exploratory 
leases for offshore wind production on the OCS offshore New Jersey and Delaware.   
 
At the state level, the governors of Virginia, Maryland, and Delaware have signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding creating a formal partnership to generate clean, 
renewable energy and a sustainable market.  Immediate tasks under the agreement 
include identifying common transmission strategies for offshore wind energy deployment 
in the region, discuss ways to encourage sustainable market demand for this renewable 
resource and work collaboratively in pursuing federal energy policies which help advance 
offshore wind in the Mid-Atlantic area. 
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Secretary Salazar is attending the global climate change conference in Copenhagen, 
Denmark, this week.  On Thursday, he will deliver a keynote speech on Interior’s efforts 
to build a clean energy economy and to confront the impacts of climate change. 
 

### 
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The NewsRoom
Release: #4052
Date: December 08, 2009

MMS and Virginia Hold Offshore Renewable Energy Task Force Meeting
People Promoting Energy, the Environment, and the Economy

Virginia Beach, VA – The Department of the Interior’s Minerals Management Service (MMS) today held its
first task force meeting with officials from Virginia to discuss renewable energy development on the Outer
Continental Shelf (OCS). The MMS is establishing inter-governmental task forces to consult with local,
state, tribal and federal stakeholders concerning renewable energy commercial leasing and development on
the OCS.

The task force includes state government officials, officials from affected federal agencies, elected local
government officials, and tribal leaders. MMS is working with the task force to facilitate the commercial
leasing process for OCS renewable energy development offshore Virginia.

"The MMS Virginia Task Force will provide a forum for efficient review of proposed renewable energy
projects on the OCS to move toward the goal of expanding our nation’s energy resource portfolio in an
environmentally sound manner, while being responsive to the needs of affected States, localities, and
tribes,” said MMS Director Liz Birnbaum. “MMS looks forward to the input, advice, and participation of
this task force as we initiate planning for commercial renewable energy leasing offshore Virginia.”

Virginia Governor Tim Kaine said “We are pleased to work with the Minerals Management Service to
facilitate development of wind power in waters offshore Virginia. Offshore wind promises to be a clean
source of power to meet Virginian’s needs in future years.”

The task force charter was presented during the meeting, along with a discussion by MMS officials of the
commercial leasing process for OCS renewable energy. The task force members also discussed options for
starting the leasing process off Virginia and specific actions and timelines to support Virginia’s goal of
developing offshore renewable energy.

In April 2009, President Barack Obama announced that the MMS finalized the framework for renewable
energy development on the OCS. This framework establishes the process for granting leases, easements,
and rights-of-way for offshore renewable energy development activities, such as siting and construction of
wind generation facilities on the OCS. The framework also provides for MMS’s use of task forces in
carrying out its responsibilities for authorizing OCS renewable energy activities in partnership with state,
local, and tribal governments, and Federal agencies. Task force meetings were recently held with Delaware,
Rhode Island, Massachusetts and New Jersey.
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AMERICAN PETROLEUM INSTITUTE*AMERICAN WATERWAYS OPERATORS  

CHAMBER OF SHIPPING OF AMERICA *CRUISE LINES INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION 

INTERTANKO * WORLD SHIPPING COUNCIL 
 

 
January 26, 2010 

 

Committee on Natural Resources  

Maine State Legislature 

100 State House Station 

Augusta, ME 04333-0100 

 

Dear Natural Resources Committee Members, 

 

The American Petroleum Institute, the American Waterways Operators, the Chamber of Shipping of America, the Cruise Lines 

International Association, INTERTANKO and the World Shipping Council are members of the Shipping Industry Ballast Water 

Coalition, an alliance of maritime trade associations that, together, represent over 90 percent of all vessels calling at U.S. ports, in 

both the domestic and international trades. The Coalition is committed to working with legislators, regulators and environmental 

groups to develop environmentally sound and economically practicable solutions to prevent the introduction and spread of 

invasive species in U.S. waters.  

 

A number of the Coalition’s member companies operate vessels in Maine waters, and some discharge ballast in order to maintain 

the trim and stability of their vessels. State Representative Sean Patrick Flaherty recently introduced a ballast water bill (LD 

1693/HP1194) that would require vessels discharging ballast within the coastal waters of Maine to obtain a permit by 2011 and 

install systems to treat their ballast water. Many members of the Coalition are extremely concerned with this bill, and we urge the 

Natural Resources committee to vote against its passage out of committee. 

 

State ballast water legislation is not needed, and, indeed, would be counterproductive, because ballast water discharges are 

already governed by two federal statutes, the National Invasive Species Act (NISA) and the Clean Water Act’s National Pollutant 

Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) program.  The bill overlaps and conflicts with a federal rulemaking currently being 

finalized pursuant to NISA that would require ballast water treatment systems on vessels with ballast water tanks.  The proposed 

regulations, developed by the U.S. Coast Guard in cooperation with the Environmental Protection Agency and the White House 

Council on Environmental Quality, establish a stringent federal standard for ballast water treatment to prevent the introduction 

and spread of invasive species in U.S. waters.  Ballast water discharges are also currently subject to U.S. EPA permitting 

requirements under the NPDES program.  Establishing a patchwork of state requirements on top of these federal authorities will 

impede the efficient flow of interstate commerce and create confusion and regulatory burdens that do not enhance environmental 

protection.    

 

It is at best premature for Maine to establish additional state ballast water treatment requirements that duplicate or conflict with 

federal regulations currently being finalized. The members of the Coalition urge the committee to vote against this bill’s passage 

out of committee and wait to take up the issue until after the Coast Guard has published its final ballast water treatment rule.  In 

the meantime, we stand ready to provide more information about ballast water treatment and invasive species prevention 

initiatives underway at the national level, or about the maritime industry, to assist the Committee as it grapples with this issue. 

 

Thank you very much for considering our concerns.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Robin Rorick 

Director, Marine and Security 

American Petroleum Institute 

 

Michael Crye 

Executive Vice President 

Cruise Lines International 

Association 

Nicole deSibour 

Vice President – Atlantic Region 

American Waterways Operators 

 

 

Joe Angelo 

Deputy Managing Director 

INTERTANKO 

Kathy Metcalf 

Director of Maritime Affairs 

Chamber of Shipping of America 

 

 

Christopher L. Koch  

President & CEO  

World Shipping Council 
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Statement of 

 

John Hume 

Safety Officer 

Winslow Marine, Inc. 

Falmouth, ME 

 

Before the Joint Standing Committee on Natural Resources 

Maine State Legislature 

January 29, 2010 

 

 

 

Good morning, Senator Goodall, Representative Duchesne, and members of the 

Natural Resources Committee, I am John Hume and I live in Portland.  

 

Thank you very much for the opportunity to testify about Representative Sean Patrick 

Flaherty’s proposed bill LD 1693. I’m here representing Winslow Marine, Inc., which 

is based in Falmouth, Maine. Winslow Marine operates tugboats and barges out of 

Portland and Bath. We provide ship docking, bunkering, construction barge, and 

specialized transportation services along the Eastern Seaboard. 

 

Winslow Marine is also a member of the American Waterways Operators, or AWO, 

which is the trade association that represents the national tugboat, towboat and barge 

industry. AWO is part of the Shipping Industry Ballast Water Coalition, an alliance of 

maritime trade associations that, together, represent over 90 percent of all vessels 

calling at U.S. ports. Winslow Marine, AWO, and the members of the Coalition whose 

vessels operate in Maine waters are extremely concerned with Representative 

Flaherty’s bill, which would require vessels discharging ballast within the coastal 

waters of Maine to obtain a permit by 2011 and install systems to treat their ballast 

water. I urge you to vote against the bill’s passage out of committee.  A letter echoing 
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this request, signed by members of the Coalition affected by this bill, was sent to the 

Committee earlier this week.  

 

State ballast water legislation is not needed, and, indeed, would be counterproductive, 

because ballast water discharges are already governed by two federal statutes, the 

National Invasive Species Act (also known as NISA) and the Clean Water Act’s 

National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System, or NPDES, program.  The bill 

overlaps and conflicts with a federal rulemaking currently being finalized pursuant to 

NISA that would require ballast water treatment systems on vessels with ballast water 

tanks.  The proposed regulations, developed by the U.S. Coast Guard in cooperation 

with the Environmental Protection Agency and the White House Council on 

Environmental Quality, establish a stringent federal standard for ballast water treatment 

to prevent the introduction and spread of invasive species in U.S. waters.  Ballast water 

discharges are also currently subject to EPA permitting requirements under the NPDES 

program.  Establishing a patchwork of state requirements on top of these federal 

authorities will impede the efficient flow of interstate commerce and create confusion 

and regulatory burdens that do not enhance environmental protection.    

 

It is at best premature for Maine to establish additional state ballast water treatment 

requirements that duplicate or conflict with federal regulations currently being 

finalized. I urge the committee to vote against this bill’s passage out of committee and 

wait to take up the issue until after the Coast Guard has published its final ballast water 

treatment rule, and I know that I speak for AWO and the members of the Coalition as 

well.  In the meantime, we stand ready to provide more information about ballast water 

treatment and invasive species prevention initiatives underway at the national level, or 

about the maritime industry, to assist the Committee as it grapples with this issue. 

 

Thank you very much for the opportunity to testify.    
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SPRING CONVENTION BARGE-IN 
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Is there something you’d like to say to your Government? 
 

Please Join AWO for the 
Eighth Annual Congressional “Barge‐In” 

April 14, 2010 in Washington, DC 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The First Amendment protects your right to “petition the Government for a redress 
of grievances.”  AWO flexes that right every working day of the year.   Now it’s your 
turn.   
 
You are a  tax‐paying,  job‐producing  lynchpin of  the U.S. economy – and you vote!  
Congress needs  to hear  from you!   Whether you have a personal  relationship with 
your Senator or you don’t know your  local Congressman, AWO needs your voice to 
be heard on Capitol Hill because:   
 

• You’re  the  expert  on  why  Congress  should  establish  uniform  vessel 
discharge requirement; 

• You’re  the  expert  on  why  the  Jones  Act  protects  national  security  and 
American jobs; 

• You’re the expert on why America’s locks and dams need modernization.   
 
AWO  is planning now  for  the Eighth Annual Congressional Barge‐In  to assure more 
targeted visits directly with Senators and Representatives to help you start or grow 
relationships with your elected officials.   
 
Sign‐up for the Barge‐In will be part of the AWO Spring Convention registration form.  
If you wish to sign up early, please contact your Regional Vice President or send your 
contact information to Chris Coakley at ccoakley@vesselalliance.com .   
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Ken A. Eriksen 

Ken A. Eriksen, Senior Vice President, Transportation. Informa Economics  

Mr. Eriksen is responsible for transportation research, service and consulting with the barge, rail and 

bulk commodity industries. Prior to joining Informa Economics, Mr. Eriksen worked for the US 

Department of Agriculture’s National Agricultural Statistics Service as an agricultural statistician. In that 

capacity, he conducted national surveys and set national estimates on chemical use in agriculture, 

oversaw the genetically modified organism and biotechnology NASS data, and released the annual Pest 

Management Practices report for the Integrated Pest Management program. Also while at USDA, he 

worked for the Agricultural Marketing Service on its transportation and marketing program, conducting 

research and analysis on domestic and international transportation issues. Specifically, he did grain 

transportation modal share analysis and analyzed the ocean freight market. Mr. Eriksen also worked as 

an international longshoreman for the Pacific Maritime Association in Tacoma, Washington. He received 

his bachelor’s and master’s degrees in agribusiness and agricultural economics from Washington State 

University. While working on his master’s degree there, Mr. Eriksen was a transportation economist for 

the Department of Agricultural Economics, performing economic transportation data analysis and 

modeling. 
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         The national advocate for the tugboat, towboat and barge industry.  

 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR! 
 

 

2010 Spring Convention 

April 14 - 16, 2010 

The Ritz-Carlton, Pentagon City 

Arlington, VA 
*Registration and Hotel Information to follow 

 

 

 

 

Atlantic Region Summer Meeting 

August 11 - 12, 2010 

InterContinental The Barclay New York 

New York, NY 
*Registration and Hotel Information to follow 

 
 

 

 
Please contact Ashley Smith at asmith@vesselalliance.com or at (703) 841-9300, 

Extension 291, with questions about upcoming meetings. 
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Atlantic Region Annual Meeting 

February 4-5, 2010 
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